
@examiner-'--�·� 
9i Follo,w @exam ncrcom ll Uke � 90'kJ 

Arts & Enter1atnment Celebrity Cultural Arts Music Bars & Clubs Food Video Mo re Log: fn Sign up 

Friday Fish Wrap for September 
18-1 19th. 

RTS ENT IS 

150 
� 

1-
0 I 

--

e 

ER 7 2 9 I BY: NA CY EWA T I + Subscribe 

J_o I Ans & Exh bits ews,.etter

Ema.II I] l"ke Tvvcet· +1 Submit 
I 

Fnday F',sh Wrap. Sept' 19-2tJ 

There's a wide variety -of even s 

at our t:ocal museums - from 

East to Wes� tradition al arts: ,.

cartoon arts 1 p otography from 

the Mid'dte, East an di 

avanteg uard work at tlhe 

Berke·ley Art. Museum .. 

T,he Art of the Samurai; at the 

Asian wiH be closing on 

Septe.mber 2mlrn. Ths· axhibt

'"insplredi' a parody website with 

a. parttcufair pol 1,t1cal1 ax to grind.

While nast.Hy dever1 the parody

website igored the reahti es of

m,useum fund1ng, much less

rs1ationsh [ps with dono · s and a

host of r1e�a:ted 1:SSues in 'favor of

promoting th.eh· pofnt at· 'View.

Sig up 

The As· an 'Was open ,minded e ough to raise he issue on the fr blogi w.h�ch inspired a wide vari:ety of:

responses. Kudos to the Asian for aU01N.mg this kind ot open,, ur111oensored discussion on their

websttel What I fo nd most arnusmg is. that a number oti· the comments decr-ying1 the mll1itary e hlc oti·

the, samu ra.i and Japa111ese mi I ttar-ism1 llill the earler part ofi the 2D hi century were made, by the, sam,e

btoggers who ·were most fascinated by the, s.words and armor.

http�lwww. as anart..org/b ogj]n dex: .. p · · p/200 9/08/27 AnVl tali on-rto-a-dl scus.s onf 

Some fiurthe tnoug.htiul comments from a museum1 curator f includfng on , whic: � think, is 

a.bso1utely crucial -

uMy impll"8ssion: ,. and p,tease d'fsab se me if J! am incorrect ,. 18 that -�hen one is deal'i�g w·th a. si'111g�e 

'famUy and a single tender (Hoso.kawa and 1he Eisei Bunko) t e exhibition narrati\re can be seriously 

impinged upon b!tf the p ·orftfes ot the lender. For onie thing ,. to receive the, coopsration of so.meonie 

as esteemed as Mr. Hosoka.wa� one· may not 'fee particu�arly 'free ·to bandy about concepts l'ke 

whacking noses and kid nappfnig pottie:rs." 

http://as"ansart�wordp · ss.icom/2DOSA!l!W3/a-m seum-cu ators-responsel#'more-2 8 

More commentary from a blog that deals with Asian art and pol �t[cs: 

'The Asian Art Museum of S.an Francisco has bean targeted by an anonymous artistic and 01:mcari 

inite·rvent'fo n that parodies the current Lords 01· the S amuraj exhibition with a weH des· gned website 

and a sen es .of pamph�ets distri bute-dl ·in San Franctsco. . .. 11 

Many in 'the museum worid 'Will tee� that 'the parody is entirely unlai � The museum is a. nolil-protit 

orrganiza.tion ded"ca.t:ed tai ed.uca.tion l and museum staff include many of As1a,n heritage a.s wen as 

many r,e.spec.t.ed :scholars who have, advanced degress in .Asjan art history., En addlition ,. some recent. 

exhib-tio sat the museum have attempted to, deall (no.'t a.lways. very 1explic·t1y)i w�th the hiistory of· 

Qrj entalism,, such as 1he recent one on photographs. of Asia� partlcu fa.rly So th Asia. 

http�lwww. rogina 11. netljapan/21JOI/D8/samural-exhl b -pwned/ 
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https://web.archive.org/web/20100727225248/http://www.asianart.org/blog/index.php/2009/08/27/invitation-to-a-discussion/
https://asiansart.wordpress.com/2009/09/03/a-museum-curators-response/
https://web.archive.org/web/20091016201356/https://www.froginawell.net/japan/2009/08/samurai-exhibit-pwned/



